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ABORIGINAL POLICE SERVICE MEDALS — CARNARVON, SOUTH HEDLAND AND NEWMAN 
Statement by Minister for Police 

MRS M.H. ROBERTS (Midland — Minister for Police) [12.04 pm]: On 21 and 22 July this year, it was my 
pleasure, along with Deputy Commissioner Dreibergs, to present Aboriginal Police Service Medals at ceremonies 
in Carnarvon, South Hedland and Newman. These medals acknowledged the service, commitment and sacrifice of 
Aboriginal employees within the Western Australia Police Force, either in a sworn or unsworn capacity, and are part 
of our WA Police Force’s commitment to reconciliation. On 12 July 2018, Commissioner of Police, Chris Dawson, 
delivered a historic apology to the Aboriginal people of this state. In making that apology, the commissioner 
committed the police to taking positive steps to heal any division between Aboriginal members of our community 
and police officers. 

The inaugural medals were presented in May last year at Government House. The medal recognises the commitment 
and sacrifice of Aboriginal employees—officers and public servants—in their services to the WA Police Force. 
Its award symbolises an overdue but sincere thank you for services, and aims to demonstrate to Aboriginal police 
officers and staff, and to the wider police force and community, the degree to which the service of these officers 
is valued and respected. It is also designed to encourage Aboriginal people to seek employment within the police 
force, particularly through the police cadet program. 

I take this opportunity to recognise the following medal recipients from those ceremonies: Rodney Bellotti, 
George Dann, Theonie Jacobs, Tammy Smith, Tracy Pickett, Mervyn Lockyer, Paul Mamid, Clive Ryder, 
Josephine McNally and Rod Wilkinson. A medal was also presented to Al Kickett in recognition of the service 
of his late father. These experienced officers have served as police aides, senior police aides, Aboriginal police liaison 
officers, police auxiliary officers, community liaison officers and police officers. They have worked throughout 
our vast state, particularly in our remote and regional towns of Broome, Bunbury, Carnarvon, Derby, Geraldton, 
Halls Creek, Karratha, Laverton, Mandurah, Marble Bar, Meekatharra, Narrogin, Newman, Port Hedland, 
South Hedland and York, and in the metropolitan area. I am sure all members will join me in thanking these 
officers for their invaluable service. 
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